A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN*S   LAND
dangerous crime in war and, as it is contagious,
must be treated like any other disease in peace
time-abolished. I would remind the advocates of
the abolition of the death sentence in war that to
catch an infectious disease in peace time is no
crime; but to foster its spread, by non-notification
is an offence against society which is rightly pun-
ished.
The sex question played a large part in my training
syllabus both of officers and men. By June, 1915,
we were away from Ireland. The water divided the
married men from their wives, in the case of the
private soldiers and non-commissioned officers.
The young officers, mostly under twenty years of age,
were for the first time in their lives far from the
influence of home. Brighton was close. In the case of
the officers, London, Brighton, Eastbourne and other
resorts offered inducements of which the un-
initiated boys of Belfast had seldom heard, let alone
experienced. The times were abnormal. Who could
tell, might they not all be 'pushing up the daisies' in
some foreign field shortly? Why not have a fling
and enjoy the pleasures of sexual intercourse while
the chance was there? As for the men - the other
ranks - it is a fact that prostitutes and loose women
always follow the big dram. The more* big drums
there are the more prostitutes abound. There were
a lot of drums in England and France in 1915.
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